Lesson 2 – Our Position Text: Mueller, pp. 1-11
1.

What should our worldview be and what premise is it based on?

2. What’s the difference between our world view and the world’s?
3. R - Refute Empiricism.

Romans 1:20-23 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without
excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but
became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they
became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man
-- and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.

4. R - Refute Relativism.

5. R - Evaluate: If our one premise is not true, we cannot know anything for certain.

2 Peter 1:2-4 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as
His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of
Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious
promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that
is in the world through lust.

Jeremiah 9:23-24 Thus says the LORD: "Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, Let not the mighty
man glory in his might, Nor let the rich man glory in his riches; 24 But let him who glories glory in this,
That he understands and knows Me, That I am the LORD, exercising lovingkindness, judgment, and
righteousness in the earth. For in these I delight," says the LORD.

6. R - What should we remember when people claim we need to discuss God, religion and the origin
of man on a neutral basis?

Col 1:17-23 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the
body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the
preeminence. 19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to
reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace
through the blood of His cross. 21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by
wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy,
and blameless, and above reproach in His sight-- 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and
steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to
every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.
M.p.1
7. Give examples of the wrong view of Scripture?

8. Demonstrate from Scripture what the only source and norm of Christian doctrine is?
M.p.2
a.

Christ viewed Scripture as the only source and norm of faith and life.

Matthew 4:4 But He answered and said, "It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ "
John 5:39 "You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they
which testify of Me.
Matthew 5:17-19 " Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy
but to fulfill. 18 "For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by
no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. 19 "Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these
commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does
and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
*MW John 8:31-32 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are
My disciples indeed. 32 "And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."
b.

The Apostles viewed Scripture as the only source and norm of faith and life.

Galatians 1:8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have
preached to you, let him be accursed.
2 Timothy 3:15 -17 and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make
you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the
man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.
Titus 1:9 (qualifications for a bishop) holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be
able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.
1 Corinthians 14:37 If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the
things which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord.

2 Peter 1:19-21 And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that
shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts; 20 knowing this first,
that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, 21 for prophecy never came by the will of
man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.
M.p.3
9.

What did Luther call those who denied that Scripture is the only source and norm for faith?

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of
wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined not to know anything among you
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 3 I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. 4
And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration
of the Spirit and of power, 5 that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.
John 17:20 " I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word;
Ephesians 2:20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself
being the chief cornerstone,
10. When people do not rely on Scripture as the only source and norm of doctrine, what are some of the
results that follow?

M.p.4
John 8:43-47 "Why do you not understand My speech? Because you are not able to listen to My word.
44 "You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer
from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie,
he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. 45 "But because I tell the truth, you
do not believe Me. 46 "Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you not believe
Me? 47 "He who is of God hears God’s words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not of God."
M.p.4
Religion
11. Tell me something about the etymology (meaning of the word in the original language) of the word
“religion.
12. What is true religion?

James 1:26 If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his
own heart, this one’s religion is useless.
1 Timothy 4:8 For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, having promise
of the life that now is and of that which is to come.
Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.
13. Why does Mueller take up the debate over the meaning of “religion.”

M.p.5
1 Corinthians 2:7-9 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained
before the ages for our glory, 8 which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they would
not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have
entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him."
Galatians 5:3 And I testify again to every man who becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to keep the
whole law. 4 You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you have
fallen from grace.
14.

The reference to Prof. Max Mueller should actually be to Prof. Monier-Williams. What did he say?

15. How many religions are there? Illustrate.

M.p.7
16. List some of the definitions of religion which men have given.

17. Why do none of these encompass all religions in the same way?

Ephesians 2:12 (to Gentiles) that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God
in the world.
1 Corinthians 10:20 Rather, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not
to God, and I do not want you to have fellowship with demons.
Galatians 3:10-11 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, "Cursed
is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them." 11
But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for "the just shall live by faith."
M.p.8
(Ephesians 4:17-18 This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the
rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 having their understanding darkened, being
alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their
heart; )
Romans 8:7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor
indeed can be.
1 Peter 3:21 There is also an antitype which now saves us -- baptism (not the removal of the filth of the
flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

John 5:23 "that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son
does not honor the Father who sent Him.
Isaiah 42:8 I am the LORD, that is My name; And My glory I will not give to another, Nor My praise to
carved images.
M.p.9
18. R - What is “opinio legis?”

1 Corinthians 1:23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks
foolishness,
1 Corinthians 2:14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.
M.p.11
Hebrews 2:14-15 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise
shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,
15 and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.
Romans 5:1-3 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in
hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation
produces perseverance;
Galatians 2:19-20 "For I through the law died to the law that I might live to God. 20 "I have been crucified
with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.
Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift
of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.
1 Corinthians 12:2,27 You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you
were led. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.

